
October 26, 2021 

 

Dear Senators/Representatives: 

 

As physicians, nurses, public health professionals and health care workers dedicated to providing 

children with a healthy future, we urge you to support at least $20 billion for zero-emission school 

buses as part of federal infrastructure investments.  

 

Nationally, more than 480,000 school buses are on the road, carrying millions of children every 

day. Currently 95 percent of these buses are diesel-powered. There is clear scientific evidence 

demonstrating the effects of diesel exhaust exposure on the human body, including asthma 

attacks, premature deaths, and cancer. Children are especially vulnerable to poor air quality, as 

their brains and respiratory systems are still developing. Children also have higher respiration 

frequency, multiplying the volume of pollutants they inhale. Diesel exhaust exposure is linked to 

serious health effects in children, including asthma attacks and diminished brain function. 

 

One-third of American children take the bus to school. Kids from low-income communities are 

more likely to depend on school buses, and thus bear more of the burden of pollution from diesel 

buses. Black and Hispanic communities are exposed to disproportionally high levels of particle 

pollution and its resulting health effects. People of color already face more health disparities and 

less access to quality healthcare. We urge you to do everything you can to eliminate this 

unnecessary burden on children’s health. 

 

Because initial costs are high, many districts continue to use polluting, unhealthy diesel buses. A 

federal investment of $20 billion can electrify one-fifth of all diesel-powered school buses and 

help create additional momentum for zero-emission vehicles nationally. 

 

We support this important measure to create a safer, healthier environment for all children. 

Replacing diesel-powered buses will significantly improve air quality for students, reducing their 

exposure to toxic and cancer-causing pollutants like nitrogen oxides and particle pollution. An 

investment in electric school buses is an investment in the health of our young patients. Children 

shouldn’t have to breathe harmful diesel exhaust on their way to school.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Alabama 
William Bailey, MD 
 
Alaska 
Alyssa Keill 
Melinda Rathkopf, MD 
George Stewart, MD 
 
 

Arizona 
Bettina Bickel, RN, BSN 
Shanda Demorest, DNP, RN, PHN 
Lauri Mast, RRT, RRT-ACCS, CPFT 
Marla Perry, PMHNP 
Paula Rimblad 
Rena Szabo, PsyD 
 
 



Arkansas 
Suzanna Carlisle, BSN, RN 
Kirk Rhoads, RRT 
J Gary Wheeler, MD 
 
California 
Rachel Abbott, MD 
Laura Applebaum, MD 
Carol Ashe, NP, retired 
Nicole Ayson, MD 
Laura Barrett, RN 
Eva Kathryn Bear, RN 
Victoria Bermudez, RN 
Nancy Boyce, RN, PHN 
Margie Chen, MD 
David Cooke, MD 
Angelina Crans Yoon, MD 
Laura Crotty Alexander, MD 
Joe Dahman, FNP-C 
Dawn De Castro-Marceau, MD 
Anthony DeRiggi, MD 
Peggy Dockum, RN 
William B Donovan, MD 
Afif Elhasan, MD 
Marsha Epstein, MD, MPH 
William Fike, RN, retired 
Gilmar Flores 
Catherine Forest, MD, MPH, FAAFP 
Karina Funez, MPH  
Marc Futernick, MD 
Alissa Gilles, MD 
Catharina Giudice, MD 
Luz Gomez, MPH 
Rosemary Graham-Gardner, PhD 
Robert Gunier, PhD 
Jill Gustafson, MD 
Ann Harvey, MD 
Leslie Hata, DDS 
Jacqueline Hernandez, MPH 
Jennifer Hsu, MD 
Reem Itani, MD 
Karen Jakpor, MD, MPH 
Maricor Javier, MD 
James Jett, MD 
Yvette Jockin, MD 
Jaime Jones, SLP 
Jay Jones, PhD 
Jacquelyn King, RN-BC, MSN, BBA 
Michelle Koski, MD 

Stephen Lazarus, MD 
David Madsen 
Suzan Mahdai, MD 
Cynthia Mahoney, MD 
Ashley McClure, MD 
Ellen McKnight, RN, MSN 
Amanda Millstein, MD 
Marjaneh Moini, MD 
Vi Nguyen, MD 
Bernardo Ochoa, MPH 
John Oda, RN 
Kyle O'Hara, DNP, FNP-BC 
Michelle Orengo-McFarlane, MD 
Monique Ortiz, MD Student  
Joanna Palica, MD 
Sonal Patel, MD 
Lisa Patel, MD 
Janet Perlman, MD, MPH 
Consuelo Pernia, CHW 
Laurie Peters, MD 
Elizabeth Rocha, MPH 
Sarah Rojas, MD, MAS 
Linda Rudolph, MD, MPH 
Ted Schettler, MD, MPH 
Joseph Schuermeyer, MD 
Lisa Segnitz, MD 
Elizabeth Shepard, MD 
Lakshmi Sundblad, MD 
Armen Ter-Barsegyan, MPH 
Breda Velasquez, MD 
Shilpa Vellore, MD 
Elise Wallis, MPH 
Harry Wang, MD 
Michael Welch, MD 
Lori Wilson-Hopkins, RN, MSN 
Carol Winton, MD 
Rebecca Wolfersberger 
Chelsea Young, MD 
 
Colorado 
Deb Bjork, PhD 
Lisa Cicutto, RN, ACNP, PhD 
Robert Keith, MD 
Gwen Kerby, MD 
Linda Mattusch, BSN, RRT 
Eva Pietri, PhD 
Kathleen Schwarz, RDH 
Zach Wachtl, MD 
C. Allen Wentworth, RRT 



Kala Shania Whiteside, BHT 
 
Connecticut 
Ruth Canovi, MPH 
John Harmon 
David Hill, MD 
Katie McBreen, RRT 
Mark Mitchell, MD, MPH 
Deborah Moscufo-Barner, RN, MSN Ed 
Colleen Ortelle, RN 
Mohammed Rahman, RRT 
Courtney Rayno, MSN 
Jessica Widman, RTR, RDMS, RDCS, RVT 
 
Delaware 
David Donohue, MD 
Catherine Garneski, LPN 
Yvette Gbemudu, MD 
Tim Gibbs, MPH 
Alan Greenglass, MD 
Lydia Henry, RN 
Crystal Hiser, RRT 
Elizabeth Hurley, RRT 
Carol Moore, RN 
Priscilla Mpasi, MD 
Anna Quisel, MD 
Albert Rizzo, MD 
Deborah Zarek, MD 
 
District of Columbia 
Olivia Davis 
Hannah Green, MPH 
Diana Van Vleet 
 
Florida 
Susan Armistead, MD 
Kathryn Blake, PharmD 
Kellie Brunner, MPH, MCHES 
Maria Cattan, DDS 
Chris Cavanaugh, MSN, RN, CRNI, VA-BC 
Dorothee Custer, RN, retired 
Mario Elvir Castro, MD 
Heidi Goldstein, MD 
Louise Henry, RN 
Sara Leslie, PsyD 
Wendy Noonmarcus, EMT 
Brenda Olsen, RN 
Jessica Snuggs, RN 
Dorothea Swint, RN, retired 

Richard J. Thurer, MD 
 
Georgia 
Kayla Harris, MPH 
Judith Horton, PhD 
Preeti Jaggi, MD 
Thomas Janter, MD 
Anne Mellinger-Birdsong, MD, MPH, FAAP 
Temi Olusanya, RRT-NPS 
David Ramsey, MPH 
Kenneth Ray 
Allison Skinner-Dorkenoo, PhD 
Ruth Ann Tesanovich, MLS (ASCP) 
Linda Walden, MD 
 
Idaho 
Creighton Hardin, MD 
Ethan Sims, MD 
Troy Zimmerman, RRT, CPFT 
 
Illinois 
Magale Avitia, MPH, CHES 
Gloria E. Barrera, MSN, RN, PEL-CSN 
Michele Bazan, RN 
Emily Beamer, MD 
Shonnel Blair 
Eva Book 
Plesetta Clayton, MPA 
Iliana Faries, Clinic Manager 
Felicia Fuller, DrPH 
Emily Chase, PhD, RN, Chief Nursing Officer 
Mary Claire Garcia, DDS 
Kamaljeet Girn, MD 
Susan Grupe 
Kristina Hamilton, MPH 
Joe Holt 
Tom Hughes 
Uma Levy, MD 
Angela Martinez, FNP 
Maryanne Marymont, MD 
Amy McManus, MA 
Michael Mercado 
Juanita Mora, MD 
James Mulshine, MD 
Margaret O’Hara, RN, retired 
Michelle Palmer, RN 
Carol Ramm, RRT 
Sheetal Rao, MD 
Ida Joyce Sia, RN 



Vincent Tedjasaputra, PhD 
Michelle Wheeler, DNP 
Elizabeth Wiseman-Chase, MBA, RRT-RPFT 
 
Indiana 
Cheryl Avery, RN 
Heidi Blake 
Taylor Williams 
 
Iowa 
Alyssa DePhillips, MA, CTTS, MCHES 
candidate 
 
Kansas 
Catherine Crichton-Reed 
 
Kentucky 
Deena Adams, MS Ed 
Scott Bickel, MD 
Tami Cappelletti, RRT 
Laura Collins 
Elizabeth Jackson, MD 
Rachel Keith, PhD, MSN 
Doug Lotz, MD 
Josephine Mei, MD 
Sean Muldoon, MD, MPH 
Nipa Patel 
Michele Wesselman, RN, retired 
 
Louisiana 
Michael Caffery, MD 
Gladys Hayes 
Lydia Nickens, Clinical Dietitian 
 
Maine 
Gale Auclair 
Douglas Couper, MD 
Diane Haskell, RRT 
David Kern, MD 
Sally Melcher-McKeagney, RN 
Marguerite Pennoyer, MD 
Nicole Rendall, BSN, RN, CWOCN 
Richard Rumba, MPH 
 
Maryland 
Laurie Bateman, MS, CNS 
Annamaria Bulatovic, MD, MPH 
Panagis Galiatsatos, MD 
Ryan Kane, Kinesiologist 

Tracy Korondi, RRT 
Lisa Otterstrom, MSN 
Bethany Shelton, CRNP 
Karen Stengel, MD 
Honey Sward, MD 
Douglas Sward, MD 
Nathan P. Thomas, Sr., CMA 
 
Massachusetts 
Marijane Barrett, MS, RN 
Susan Barrett-Finnegan, MD, MPH 
Stephanie Chalupka, RN, MPH, EdD 
Lisa Chan, MSN, BSN, RNC-OB 
Amy Collins, MD 
Sydney Engel, MSN, FNP-BC 
Polly Hoppin, Sc.D. 
David Hunt, EMT 
Regina LaRocque, MD, MPH 
Amber Pelletier, MSW 
Sheila Platt, PhD, MSW 
Jacob Sands, MD 
Lecia Sequist, MD, MPH 
Janet Smeltz, M.Ed., LADC-I 
Debra Vescera, BSN, RN 
 
Michigan 
Mary Coffey, PhD 
Elizabeth Del Buono, MD 
Marilyn Doyal, RN 
MeiLan Han, MD 
Matt Hanes 
Caitlin Kelly, DO 
Cindy Kozlowski, RRT, CTTS 
Casey Patnode, MD, MPH Student 
Kathleen Slonager, RN, AE-C, CCH 
Karla Stoermer Grossman, BSN, RN, AE-C 
Kindra Weid, BSN, RN, MPH 
 
Minnesota 
Kent Boyd, RN, DNP 
Jill Heins-Nesvold, MS, MBA 
Mike Menzel, MD 
Anthony Moulton, PhD 
Linda Nelson, DNP, MPH, APRN 
Anne Ness, DNP 
Phillip Peterson, MD 
Bruce Snyder, MD 
 
 



Missouri 
Debra Glidewell, RN 
Esther Hermann, RN 
Teresa McCurdy, RN, BSN 
Cindy Morlan, RN 
Sandra Uhlemeyer, RRT, AE-C, MS, MBA 
Ray Van Ostran 
 
Montana 
Robert Byron, MD, MPH 
Lori Byron, MD, MS 
Gregar Lind, MD 
Allison Young, MD 
 
Nevada 
Peter Sabal, MBA 
 
New Hampshire 
Kathleen Berg, RN, BSN, CBS 
Robert Friedlander, MD 
Heather Williams, MD 
 
New Jersey 
Jill Aquino, RN, MS 
Elizabeth Cerceo, MD 
Debra Cullen 
Cheri Dzubak, RN 
John Oberski, RRT 
Rebecca Pugh, RDH 
Derek Shendell, D.Env, MPH 
Kathy Smith-Wenning, RRT 
Gillian Zeldin, MD 
 
New Mexico 
DeWitt Henderson, RN 
Rebecca Padilla, BA, CTTS 
Heidi Rogers, DNP 
 
New York 
Karen Abrashkin, MD 
James Anastos 
Laura Bozzi, PhD 
Norma MT Braun, MD 
Carl W Braun, MD 
Steve Callahan, PTA, retired 
Kathryn Carey, RN 
Emily Cheng, BSN, RN, CCRN-CSC 
Katheryn Cortes, BSN 
Timothy Craig, DO 

Beth Darlington, PhD 
Jayme-ann DiGiovanni, LPN 
Norman Edelman, MD 
Karen Hamp, RN 
Linda Khalil, BSN, RN 
Eleanor Larrier, MPA 
Alla Leytin, MD 
Stephanie Lovinsky-Desir, MD 
Paula Mae, LMT 
Ariella Nadler, MD  
Stephanie Ramirez, MPH 
Luis Rodriguez, MD 
Sandra Rodwell 
Linda Rogers, MD 
Ann-Marie Sanders, RN 
Roslyn Schneider, MD, MSc 
Patrick Schnell, MD 
Carol Sheldon Brady 
Thomas Stringer, MD, MS 
Sarah Townley, RN, ANP, MPH 
Cynthia Trubisky, AE-C 
 
North Carolina 
Kelli Barber Avanzino, MSN 
Kim Dittmann 
Michael Drummond, MD 
Patricia Evans, RN 
Karl Fields, MD 
Jennifer Lawson, MD, MA 
Staris Morgan, Clinical Dietitian 
Merrily Neill, LCSW, ACSW 
Gregg Stave, MD, JD, MPH 
Kathleen Wagner, OTR/L 
 
North Dakota 
Becky Anderson, RRT 
Gretchen Dobervich, MPH Candidate 
 
Ohio 
Jacqueline Denton-Stickel, BA, RRT 
Mitchell Grayson, MD 
Kathi Kemper, MD, MPH 
Janet Kennedy, BSN, RN 
Sumita Khatri, MD, MS 
Carole Koerper, RN 
 
Oklahoma 
Helen Harmon 
Wendy Lawson, MPH, RRT 



Peter Vitiello, PhD 
 
Oregon 
Jen Ahlstrom, RN 
Bob Carlson, PT 
Susan Dameron Cote-Eagle, RN 
Rebecca Glommen, MSN 
Leslie Gregory, PA-C 
Deb Hannah, RRT 
Rhonda Hellebuyck, RRT 
Catalina Hernandez Torres, MD 
Janet Hitti, RN, retired 
John Hurd, DC 
Emoniel Isakharov, MD 
Thomas Johnson, MD 
Jennifer Konick, RN 
Tasha McDonald, MD 
Lori Mcmullan, MD 
Erika Moseson, MD 
Tim Müser 
Emily Newhouse, PA-C 
Barbara Poulsen, LMT 
Julie Prochot, CMA 
Cyndi Sander, RN 
Juliette Savin, MD 
Joseph Stenger, MD 
David Tse, MD 
Holly Vanni, MD 
Eric Walter, MD 
Matthew Walter, MD 
Veronica Weeks-Basham, RN, LMT 
Angela Woods-Pulse, CAN 
 
Pennsylvania 
Julie Bartol, BSN, RN 
Hossein Borghaei, DO, MS 
Deb Bowden, RN 
John Bowman, MD 
Bruno Broll-Barone, PhD 
Margaret Brown, MSN, RN, AHN-BS 
Yveline Calixte, RN 
Marcin Chwistek, MD 
Marsha Collier, RN 
Molly Collins, MD 
Shelly Cree 
Zachary Frosch, MD 
Jamie Garfield, MD 
Chelsey Hildebrand, MPH 
Jennifer Hobbs Folkenroth, BA, CTTS, NCTTP 

Daniel Horton, MD, MSCE 
Julia Judd, DO 
Kathleen Krebs, RN 
Stephanie Lee, MD, MPH 
Helen Liazis, COTA/L 
Robert Little, MD 
Margaret McCourt. 
Shazia Nakhoda, MD 
Stephen Olin, MD 
Roger Ostdahl, MD 
Alan Peterson, MD 
Elizabeth Plimack, MD 
Bernice S. Rhodes, RN, retired 
Katherine Rubel, PT 
Pouné Saberi, MD, MPH 
Alan Schein, MD 
Andrew Schumacher, DO Student 
Chris Stangl 
Walter Tsou, MD, MPH 
Tonyehn Verkitus 
Antoinette Wozniak, MD 
Maxwell Wright, BS 
Devin Yeatter 
Nikitas Zervanos, MDRE 
 
Rhode Island 
Daisy Bassen, MD 
Angela Butler, RRT 
Manchin Chang, MD 
Daniel Fitzgerald, MPH 
Paula Golden, RN 
Alison Hayward, MD, MPH 
Victoria Leytin, MD 
Katelyn Moretti, MD 
Deborah Moscufo-Barner, RN, MSN Ed 
James Rayner, MD 
Nina Varao, BSN, RN 
Theresa Zatirka, MPH 
 
South Carolina 
Mary Ann Couture, MS, RRT 
Karen Gray, RN, CPNP-PC 
Jessica Hickey, MSN, MSSW, RN, ONC 
Hannah Noel-Bouchard, RN, BSN 
 
South Dakota 
Julie Hansen, LPN 
 
 



Tennessee 
Laleh Bahrami, MD 
Angie Bass 
Kimberly Christmon, RRT 
Christine Hamilton, DHSc, RRT 
Richard Henighan, APRN 
Mallory Higginbotham, RRT 
Linda MorrisAvila, Dmin, CMHC 
Jennie Murrah, Psy/Social Work 
Heiko Volkmann, DVM 
 
Texas 
Mary Compean, MSN, RN 
Minnie Pusung Durant, BSN, School Nurse 
Roberto Esquivel, Sr., Surgical Tech, retired 
Harold Farber, MD 
Marilyn Gulledge 
Ruth Anne Hicks, RN 
Mandie Svatek, MD 
Lesa Walker, MD, MPH 
Terri White, OD 
 
Utah 
LeRoy Anderson, MD 
Samaya Cristina, Pharmacy Intern 
Richard Kanner, MD 
Barbara Rizzardi, MD 
James Rossetti, RRT 
David Tomer 
Jonny Vasic 
 
Vermont 
Casey Doerner, BSN, RN 
Nancy Hale 
Laura McPeake, MD 
Dan Quinlan, MS, MBA, BSEE 
 
Virginia 
Farideh Abbasi, MSN 
Quentin Fischer, PhD 
Barbara Kaplan, MPH 
Emily Little, RN 
Natalia Mendoza, MD 
Bridget Moss, NP 
Doris Page, CSAC 
Jerome Paulson, MD 
Hope Sellon, RRT 
Andrew Wu, MD 
 

Washington 
Becky Anderson, RT 
John Basile, RRT 
Susan Bergman, RN 
Kenra Brewer, BSN, RN-BC 
Alexis Carter, Medical Assistant 
Crystal Clabaugh, RN 
Chris Covert-Bowlds, MD 
Mary Curtis, MD, retired 
Jeanne Deller 
Elizabeth Essig, RRT 
Dean Fanara, PhD 
Alexa Fay, BSN, RN 
Lynne Findley, LVN, retired 
RaeAnn Fleming, SLP 
Judith Fordham, RN 
Alison Fucile, RN 
Joni Fuller, RN 
Deb Hanna, RN 
Aileen Isakharova, DPT 
Barbie Jane, RN 
Michael Johanson, PT 
Cheryl Johnson, RN 
John Leigh 
Karol Long, Chief Medical Technologist 
Russell Maier, MD, FAAFP 
Samuel Mann, ARNP, MSN 
Terry Markmann, RN 
Toni Mills 
Ifeoma Osuoha, CNA 
Michael Peterson, MD PhD 
Nancy Pittman, RRT 
Aliyah Plowman, CNA 
Rebecca Purser, ARNP 
Peter Reagel, PhD 
Melissa Rees 
Claire Richards, PhD, RN 
Rocky Ruvalcaba, MD 
Jenny Teal, RN, MSN 
Rachel Wasser, RN 
Liz Whitaker, Public Health Nurse, retired 
Tiffany Wishart 
 
West Virginia 
Lisa LePera, AGACNP 
 
Wisconsin 
David Ammend, MD 
Wendy Bauer, PhD, RN 



Ann Behrmann, MD 
Holli Bohn 
Lindsay Burner, DNP, FNP-C, RN 
Yvonne Christison, MS 
Dana Churness, LM, CPM 
Catherine Cole, RN 
Anna Corey, MD 
Victoria Gillet, MD 
Shawna Gloe, AEMT, MD Student 
Jenna Ingersoll, MD 
Megan Knight, PA 
Glenn Krakower, PhD 
Bruce Krawisz, MD 
Carolyn Kuether, RN, BSN, APNP 
Laura Lauck, OTD 
Randolph Lipchik, MD 
Michelle Mercure, CHES, CTTS 
Shirley Powell, CDE, retired 
Kathleen Roebber, RN 
Kathleen Sweeney, DNP, RN 
Daniel Weber, PhD 
 


