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By grading every city and county in California, the State of Tobacco Control 2015 – California Local Grades report 
paints a comprehensive picture of how well local elected officials across the state protect the residents of 
California. Below is a breakdown of all the tobacco control policies in California, followed by the Overall Tobacco 
Control grade for every municipality, and a list of the cities and counties with the top grades in each category.

BREAKDOWN OF ALL TOBACCO CONTROL POLICIES IN CALIFORNIA

SMOKEFREE OUTDOOR AIR

• ��129 cities/counties restrict smoking at outdoor dining areas, covering 40% of the total population in 
California

• �117 cities/counties restrict smoking within entryways of buildings, covering 30% of the total population in 
California

• 118 cities/counties restrict smoking at public events, covering 33% of the total population in California

• 348 cities/counties restrict smoking in recreation areas, covering 80% of the total population in California

• 121 cities/counties restrict smoking at service areas, covering 33% of the total population in California

�• �48 cities/counties restrict smoking on sidewalks in commercial areas, covering 8% of the total population in 
California

• 45 cities/counties restrict smoking at outdoor worksites, covering 5% of the total population in California

Smokefree Outdoor Air
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SMOKEFREE HOUSING

• �39 cities/counties require the creation of nonsmoking units in multi-unit apartment buildings, covering 7% 
of the total population in California

• �35 cities/counties require the creation of nonsmoking units in multi-unit condominium buildings, covering 
6% of the total population in California

• �117 cities/counties restrict smoking in indoor and/or outdoor common areas of multi-unit housing, covering 
25% of the population in California

• 40 cities/counties require the creation of nonsmoking units in Housing Authority housing

REDUCING SALES OF TOBACCO PRODUCTS

• �148 cities/counties require tobacco retailers to obtain a local license to sell tobacco products, covering 50% 
of the total population in California

Smokefree Housing and Reducing Sales of Tobacco Products

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Apartments

Condominiums

Common Areas

Tobacco Retailer License

7%

6%

25%

50%

Percent of Total California Population Covered by Policy

 



American Lung Association in California | State of Tobacco Control 2015 – California Local Grades            15

EMERGING ISSUES

•  �122 cities/counties have a strong definition of smoke, smoking, or tobacco product that includes electronic 
cigarettes or other new and emerging tobacco products in a jurisdiction’s secondhand smoke laws, covering 
38% of the total population in California

•  �91 cities/counties have a strong definition of smoke, smoking or tobacco product that would include 
electronic cigarettes or other new and emerging tobacco products in a jurisdiction’s tobacco retailer 
licensing ordinance, covering 10% of the total population in California

•  �38 cities/counties restrict the sale of tobacco products within a certain distance of schools/parks, covering 
8% of the total population in California

•  �46 cities/counties restrict the sampling of tobacco products, covering 12% of the total population in 
California

•  �6 cities/counties restrict the sale of tobacco products at pharmacies, covering 3% of the total population in 
California

•  �2 cities/counties prohibit the sale of flavored tobacco products, including cigar, little cigars, pipe tobacco 
and electronic cigarettes is prohibited, covering approximately 1% of the total population in California

•  �2 cities/counties prohibit the sale of cigars in individual or small packages, covering approximately 1% of the 
total population in California
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BREAKDOWN OF OVERALL TOBACCO CONTROL GRADE

A grade for Overall Tobacco Control 
•	� 13 cities/counties received an A grade (Baldwin Park, Berkeley, Compton, Dublin, Glendale, Huntington Park, 

Marin County, Pasadena, Richmond, San Rafael, Santa Clara County, Santa Monica, Union City)

B grade for Overall Tobacco Control 
•  �38 cities/counties received a B grade (Alameda, Albany, Belmont, Burbank, Calexico, Calabasas, Campbell, 

Carpinteria, Carson, Contra Costa County, Culver City, Daly City, Davis, El Cajon, El Cerrito, Foster City, 
Hayward, Healdsburg, Mill Valley, Murrieta, Oakland, Petaluma, Rancho Cordova, San Anselmo, San 
Fernando, San Francisco, San Jose, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara County, Santa Cruz, Sebastopol, Solana 
Beach, Sonoma County, South Pasadena, Temecula, Temple City, Walnut Creek, Watsonville)

C grade for Overall Tobacco Control 
•  80 cities/counties received a C grade

D grade for Overall Tobacco Control 
•	 83 cities/counties received a D grade

F grade for Overall Tobacco Control 
•	 323 cities/counties received an F grade

N/A grade for Overall Tobacco Control
•	� 2 cities received an n/a grade as these cities had  

n/a for two of the grade categories 

LIST OF TOP GRADES IN EACH CATEGORY

Smokefree Outdoor Air
A grade for Smokefree Outdoor Air

•  �70 cities/counties received an A grade (Alameda, Albany, Arcata, Baldwin Park, Belmont, Berkeley, Blue 
Lake, Calabasas, Camarillo, Campbell, Capitola, Carpinteria, Carson, Compton, Contra Costa County, 
Coronado, Corte Madera, Daly City, Davis, Del Mar, Dublin, El Cajon, El Cerrito, Eureka, Foster City, 
Fremont, Glendale, Hillsborough, Huntington Park, Lafayette, Laguna Hills, Laguna Woods, Larkspur, 
Loma Linda, Mammoth Lakes, Manhattan Beach, Marin County, Martinez, Menlo Park, Mill Valley, 
Moorpark, Morro Bay, Novato, Oakley, Palm Desert, Pasadena, Petaluma, Piedmont, Pinole, Rancho 
Cordova, Richmond, Rohnert Park, Ross, San Anselmo, San Fernando, San Leandro, San Luis Obispo, San 
Rafael, San Ramon, Santa Clara County, Santa Monica, Santa Rosa, Sausalito, Sebastopol, Solana Beach, 
Sonoma County, Temecula, Temple City, Union City, Walnut Creek)

•  The number of strong Smokefree Outdoor Air Policies has increased from 37 in 2010 to 70 today

B grade for Smokefree Outdoor Air 
•	� 24 cities/counties received a B grade (Alameda County, Beverly Hills, Burbank, Calexico, Crescent City, 

Emeryville, Fairfax, Hayward, Healdsburg, Hermosa Beach, Morgan Hill, Murrieta, Oakland, Orland, 
Pleasant Hill, San Francisco, San Jose, Santa Barbara County, Santa Cruz, South Pasadena, Thousand 
Oaks, Tiburon, Watsonville, Windsor)
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Smokefree Housing
A grade for Smokefree Housing 

  �19 cities/counties received an A grade (Alameda, Baldwin Park, Belmont, Berkeley, Compton, Culver City, 
El Cerrito, Foster City, Pasadena, Petaluma, Richmond, San Anselmo, San Mateo County, San Rafael, Santa 
Clara County, Sebastopol, Sonoma County, Tiburon, Walnut Creek)

B grade for Smokefree Housing
•	� 13 cities/counties received a B grade (Corte Madera, Daly City, Dublin, Fairfax, Larkspur, Glendale, 

Huntington Park, Lafayette, Marin County, Santa Monica, South Pasadena, Sausalito, Union City)
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Reducing Sales of Tobacco Products
A grade for Reducing Sales of Tobacco Products 

•	� 117 cities/counties received an A grade (Albany, Arroyo Grande, Baldwin Park, Banning, Beaumont, 
Berkeley, Beverly Hills, Burbank, Calabasas, Calexico, California City, Calimesa, Campbell, Canyon Lake, 
Carmel-by-the-Sea, Carson, Carpinteria, Cerritos, Coachella, Compton, Concord, Contra Costa County, 
Corona, Culver City, Davis, Delano, Desert Hot Springs, Duarte, Eastvale, El Cajon, El Monte, El Segundo, 
Elk Grove, Firebaugh, Fort Bragg, Gardena, Glendale, Goleta, Grass Valley, Grover Beach, Hawaiian 
Gardens, Hawthorne, Hayward, Healdsburg, Hemet, Hollister, Huntington Park, Inglewood, Jurupa 
Valley, Kern County, La Canada Flintridge, Lake Elsinore, Lancaster, Lawndale, Lomita, Long Beach, Los 
Angeles, Los Angeles County, Lynwood, Malibu, Marin County, McFarland, Mendocino County, Menifee, 
Mill Valley, Montebello, Monterey, Monterey County, Monterey Park, Moreno Valley, Morgan Hill, 
Murrieta, Nevada City, Norco, Oakland, Oroville, Oxnard, Pacifica, Palmdale, Parlier, Pasadena, Perris, 
Rancho Cordova, Richmond, Riverbank, Riverside, Riverside County, Sacramento, Sacramento County, San 
Fernando, San Francisco, San Gabriel, San Jacinto, San Luis Obispo, San Luis Obispo County, San Pablo, 
San Rafael, Santa Ana, Santa Barbara County, Santa Clara County, Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz County, Santa 
Monica, Sierra Madre, Solana Beach, South Pasadena, Tehachapi, Temecula, Temple City, Ukiah, Union 
City, Vista, Wasco, Watsonville, Wildomar, Willits, Yolo County) 

•	The number of A’s for Reducing Sales of Tobacco Products has increased from 95 in 2010 to 117 today

B grade for Reducing Sales of Tobacco Products 
•	5 cities received a B grade (Artesia, Dublin, San Diego, San Jose, West Sacramento)


