State of Tobacco Control 2009 Report Backgrounder

Cigarette Tax
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· Four states – Connecticut, New Jersey, New York and Rhode Island – received an “A” for having high cigarette taxes that protect public health.  Fourteen states received an “F” grade.
· 14 states and the District of Columbia increased their cigarette taxes in 2009.    

· The average state cigarette tax is now $1.34 per pack, up 15 cents per pack since January 1, 2009.  

· Rhode Island has the highest state cigarette tax in the country at $3.46 per pack, while South Carolina continues to have the lowest cigarette tax in the country at $0.07 per pack.  

· Fourteen states and the District of Columbia have a cigarette tax of $2.00 per pack or higher.
For more detailed information, go to www.stateoftobaccocontrol.org. 

